OF THE RULES OF THE LAW SOGIETY FOR THE COUNCIL.
TO CONVENE A SPECIAL MEETING

REQUISITION IN WRITING IN TERMS OF RULE 16

1. Inierms of rule 16, we the undersigned members, reguest that the Law Soclsty

convene a special meeting to deal with the following proposed resolutions:

(a) That the present indefinite suspension of rules 30(2) and 31 1o 43 be
rescinded and that the Law Sociely strictly adhere to the rules relating

10 the elections of councillors.

(b) That the present rule 30(2) be amended to substitute the expressiorf

“in the year first following upon the year in which the rules are
promulgated and in every third year affer the year in which such

election is hield’
with the expression:

"by no later than 1 April 2015, in the third year following such

general efection and thereafter in every third year”.
MOTIVATION

The statutory constituent of the Law Society of the Northern Provinces, unfike
the BLA and NADEL constituents, has had approxirately one election in the
last 20 years. This is nol democrafic and it does not allow new ideas and a
more enhergelic approach by the Council fo ils affairs, I can fiard!y be said, in
the absence of regufar ‘elecffons, that the views of the Council represent those
of the members.,

2. Thalthe Society:




-

(i) Removes the indefiniie suspension of the existing rule 47.3; and
(i) Adopts the following new rule 47.4:

‘474 In the event of a vacancy aiising in the Council on the
stafutory component of the Society, the position shall be
filled firstly with reference {o the elsction résults of
unsdceessful candidates during the election immediately
preceding such vacancy who are then still available and
eligible in descending order of voles obtained. In the
absence of such candidates, the statutory component of
the Council, sitting as a caucus, shall fifl such vacancy in
consuitation with any active Attorneys Associafion in the

area, in the manner determined by it."
MOTIVATION

The current rule provides that the Council may select replacements. This

position Iignores the will of the members of the Sociely and is irreconcilable

with a demaocratic society, unfess there are no other chvious candidates. Itis

submitied that this rule, which is simifar {o the provisions of the Gauleng Law

Council, would be the appropriafe way to deal with such mafters,

That the following rules of the Law Society be amended as stated below:

(0 Rule 30A.1.1 by replacing the word “three” with the word "five”.
(i) Rule 30A.1.2 by replacing the word “two” with the word “thres”,
(1) Rule 30A.1.4 by replacing the word “two” with the word “one”.

MOTIVATION

By far the biggész‘ number of non-BLA and non-NADEL mernbers for-mihg the
statutory component of the Law Soclefy of the Northem Provinces practice in

Johannesburg and Fretoria. In terms of the current dispensation céuhcﬂlors




_U']

praciicing in (hese areas effectively represent approximately 1 000 afforneys
each, whereas statutory component atforneys practicing in the three smaller
provinces represent approximaftely 50 altoreys each. This skewing of Law
Society répresentation is not democratic and accordingly we propose that the
figures must be adapled fo more accurately reflect the demographics of the
profession “and to allow those areas, with a far g‘réafér concentralion of
attorneys, more representation and inpuf in the affairs of the Law Sociely of the

Northern Provinces.
Te amend rule 25.4 to replace the word "five” with the word "fifty’".
MOTIVATION

The quorum rule of the Law Sociely of the Northern Provinces does not accord
with the rules/proposals in other Provinces. The cumrent rule minimises the
involvement of members of the profession and the affairs of the profession at
meetings fthal, for a variely of reasons, they cannot aftend in jerson.
Increasing the numbar of prosies will aflow representation in respect of a

greafer percentage of the membership to be heard on important issyes.

The following rules of the Law Sociely are recorded for convenience sake:

"17.4 in the case of a mesling requisitioned under rule 16 the meating
shall be convened for a date not more than 30 clear days after
the lodgement of the signed requisition with the secretary and
shall be held at such time and af such place in Pretoria or

Johannesburg as the President may- determine.

18, No business other than that for which a special meefing has

- been convened iay be deall with at that meefing.
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